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victims’ voices, because the next victim has no support group and no place to turn. In this way 
the epidemic of campus sexual assault has been progressing since 1972. Today, 1 in 5 women 
will be sexually assaulted, and 79% of those rapes will take place before age 25 (CDC, 2012). 
 
Action Steps 
Because of the national epidemic of campus sexual assault, Iowa is poised to lead the nation 
once again in caring for its students. In order to stop this terrible plague burdening the 
postsecondary education system, we need to create new definitions of consent to be active, and 
not implied. These new regulations must be enforced vigorously on college campuses by using 
the prospect of a denial of educational license to violating institutions. In order to achieve this, 
the Iowa Youth Congress must wholeheartedly agree with the principles set forth here. Support 
for this bill is support for students, and as youth advocates, we have a special obligation to raise 
our voice for those who cannot. This bill needs a sponsor. Prior to 2014, nothing like this had 
ever been proposed in the United States. However, we plan to target legislators whose 
constituencies contain large postsecondary institutions. In order to ensure maximum success, we 
will seek sponsors in both chambers from both parties. 
 
Further Reading 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB967 
(California Bill) 
 
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/svdatasheeta.pdf 
 

http://www.aauw.org/resource/campussexualassaulttalkingpoints 

 

Regards, 

Hannah Rens and Josh Hughes 
Iowa Youth Congress 2014 
rensh21@live.siouxcityschools.com, jhughes6297@gmail.com 
 


